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| HESE Words are the' more remarkeble 


to our; gpeſent |, purpoſe, becauſe, the 
'were co by _ who, as ar . 
>. tells us, had-been before 4 (9 at re Ver. 13. 
4nd 4 Rey ſecutor, -apd _ 3 thariis, he bit- 
terly invejghed againit the. Chriſtian -Profeſliag , 
and-*tis yery probable had.Aſpoken,ill of -izFdivine 
Author; /tis certain-he; had wvextd and perſecuted 
the Diſciples of Jeſus im a moſt grievqus manner : 
and yet after all this was: thorowly convinc'd of 
the, Truth, and Excglleary; of the-Chriftian Reve- , 
latipn, and was not-pnly, ſo haneft as. to. own. this 
his Canvicion-upon all . occaſions, but-endeavour'd 
alſo to-make what reparation. he -coult} to: the ho- 
r of our Lord, and his injur'd Diſciples, by a 
ous pgeaching and .promoting this Religion .in 
the World, | Ws p.*$£4654 2 £9 9! 361, 
. Where bythe way it .may not .be.aupſcaſonable 
to remark, that whatſoever injuries he- had dgng 
to our Lord, his Doctrine, or his Followers, ee: 
n . 
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Att 26. 9. 
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boli the Effet of -Jgnor 


Ver, 1 


| whereby dur Judgments may 


Apottate Men fit Objects 
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race and nbl f ; nay, be 
_ mprogy _— - «or > bt to do what 
__ —_ the Prin- 

wg he had imbib? 'by 7 hi -rthben He was 
not a man that aQted againſt the preſent udgment 
wh on the contra- 
pe. Now > of the 
Ts. 
rmyd,: 

wi reſpe& to the nal rs nity, and in 


that reſpe& not. good; but what he means is, that 
Fay prbar'. 


according to his then preſent Perſwaſidn ; 
and therefore he lays, he obtained M ; becauſe 
he did it ignorauitly, in-anbelief , which ks n0- 
tice of partly as an- 'Admonitjpn to all of us, to 
beware how ' we indulge . b= aq of Prejudices, 
fſed im our In- 
ries: after. Truth ; { this” nid well- 
diſpos'® Man. was, meerly from the force of Pre- 
| warily receiv*d, 6 ke of from embracing 
Chriſtianity, nay-put v ng very unwatrant- 
able and evil things - but ve eſpecially I mention this | 
as a _ Warni uckh; as ſhall in any 
degree aft Fer holly thoſe who 
knowingly and. i willy allow” themſelves in any 
Vice, to eontradi@ the plzin Rules of 
Natural Religion, even fueh as they cannot but 
allow tobe Had St. Pas/ done thus 1a his 
ſtare of adaiſm, we have reaſda to conclude, from 
what he ſays of -— ey that in all likelyhood he 
had not obtein'd that Mer mo, whereby he became 
a Chriſtian.” But to proc 


St. 


7 6 


| of Divine CG are and Compaſſion. 


4 ahe a 


Sc. Pas! being.a Perſbn,: on whom Godithought 
it fit to- beſtow ar Miracle,, - to--conquer the Preju- 
dices he .lay under, and. being-by that. means thoz 
rowly convinc?d. of- his former, Error, agd: of the 
Truth of Chriſtianity, he; had. from. that c9me. for- 
ward a very . warm ,. {enſe, of - che, Goodneſs: and 
Mercy of God,: both-z0 himſelf in partizular,. and 
to Sinners 10 general,” in appointing this: admirable 
Method for our Salvation, which he expreſleth 
very emphatically in the-words. of: my Text, - This 
is a+faithful ſayyng , . and worthy of all acceptations 
that Gbriſt Feſus came into the world to ſave Sinners.; 
of whom, ſays he, 1 am chief. '\ | ' | | 

And were we all but as,deeply ſealible- of the 
_ evil and danger of Sin, and. of the wretchedneſs 
' of our ſtate conſiderfg as Sinners, as our. Apoſtle 
was, we ihould have the very ſame apprehegſions 
concerning the. Salvatjon offer'd ;tq-us, by, Jeſus 
Chriſt, Shich he had, . \"Y 144 514-4 


This ts a: faithful ſaying, 5% © xy, ?tis.a true 
ſaying, of which we have certain and unqueſtiog- 
able Evidence of various kinds ;. ang. worthy of «ll. 
acceptation, mans mrs d1G-, that is, *tis got only 
evidently true ; but. *tis moreoyer- what. we, ought 
to receive with all readineſs and thankfulneſs, ad- 
mirin$- and. adoring the divine Goodneſs therein 
expreit. rowards the Children*of Men, and con- 
gratulating one with angther,upon account..of the 


Benefits we- receive thereby ,. entertaining whar: . 


God hath thus reveal'd to us with. mgſt grateful 


and joyful hgarts. That Chrift Jeſus came izwo the - 


world, to ſave Sinners ; This. is the ſaying Lg 
ir B - the 


"8 


epn_—_—_—_—_——_————y 


fart Dine 


Gn ee ee ee ee 


"uh the Anal {> Tighty magnifies, and LIE WY 


t5:0uf acce and which'is the furmme of the 
Chriſtian Revelation, that tlie only-begotten' Son 
= in Humane Nature; m order to 
te*Children' of Men; that is; 
tothe” 'them® ffom 'the guilt” and the 
power of 1 their's aid the"confering upon them 
ble > Happineſs: which their Nature is capa- 

My buſineſs in treating "on this oo will 
be; by Got's affiftance, "to make this Aſſer- 
rior, by ſtich\Evidence as is fit to be offer*d tFone 
who ante detly believes thie Being of God, and 
his Provideneg, and Math: his internal” /exſe exerciſed 


ro diſcern 'Moral' good and evils _ 
Now the/Fruth of om g, and its Worthi- 
nefs to: be” recciv'd' A gpipent, cither” by 


rhe ihtrinſick Evidence which" 1t carries along with 
it, I mean the Credibility. of the thing it fel: or 
the external Atteſtation which hath been given to 
4t', both which are included in” this Expreſſion, 
Fairbf, 4#d —_— all acceptation. *Tis. highly 

of "God, exceeds Beneficial to us 
his Cre#tures, and upon both- accounts credible : 
*is alfo- fifficiently- atteſted from without, which 
ſtill increaſes'tts Crefibiliry. 

The Atteſtgtion i it hath recciv*'d from wittcur, 
vis, from Prophecies contpar'd-with Events ; from 
Miracks Wrought in confirmation of it; - from: the 
ſarpriziag' ſheceſs” of irs" being E. JAOY iy ts ro the 
World, is of 'gteat'ufe, both for exciting 
 ſerioufly t& confider it, and the cans _ 

to believe it; and that "the rather, becauſe it muſt 
be 
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— 
be own'd, that they are # are ſome particulars within 


the compals-of: the;Ghriſtizn, Rgvglations and rfomgy 


circumſtances attending 'it, which we could pot 
TS ahoyght of ;our ſelves, 126d which, wo are not 


| y,,to comprehend. or $9.a90aunt. Wefof gibyen 
| nA -are in part dilcayer!d!;o bot mui. fu 

our tk = 
it 1s very fit that a Creature ſhould ſubmit it ſelf 


to the Declaration of A 41 
u 

.inall thi $ £0, its-Maker. | Beſides, thatithere may 
be ſome: joftriges wiſich..otay; thwart the com 

wonly .receiv?d..Prejudices of Mankind, a4 ye may 
Nam HOP ſomething , acre than; &hgir; meer 
baperna] by nce, at.leaſt\at firft, to awaken Men 
 to.a thorow..and impartial-Gonſideratian;of them... 

But yet foraſmuch as I am ve ; perlwaded, 
that God never did, and that he is ſo Good, that 
he never. will,or can_giye. WIT axrorgal Axteltation 
to wha Sie -comradits rg = 
"Wy5S; y.\Naturs, . Nay Not; $0. GY: ut 
| if thorowly and impa onſader'g- 
"in bagol main , appear in ,ifs, wn nature. reaſonable. 
and Fredhlp, I ſhall therefore, begin, with, the .40- 
.trin wg, Evidegce, of the. A n.in,'our. Text , 
| frgm the: Nature. a Reaſon. of what. is 
Y cmd, that i 6 isa credible $giee, Every Way 
. worthy of |Gad, and very fix-co,be-mglt readily. on- 
tertain'd by us, ths Chrif Jeſus came jnta the World 
to ſaverSinners. 

1n:dging 4his,. the(T@xt,will lead me, into a "het 
. per-Methad, ;by aficring ap ous US ay a 
Joree (mea 009 28979 wil 
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EE Men fi Dhjets 
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r ak: 13 Ay 
I. ob the Perſons i, whom Chrit Jeſs came 
1? . tO ave. 

IT. What kind of Salvation he propoſeth.to ther. 


III. - In what wa aid manner he hath, - by his com- 
-into' the" World, FO out this Salyarion 
” theme: Ae 


The leſt of hoſe wil take up a conſiderable part 
of my following LeEures,* wherein I ſhall indea- 
<vGur0s ſhew the admirable _—_ and" furr- 
ableneſs of 'this Method of 'our Salvation; '- But as 
ia! foundation to «this, T'think i#-necefſary to' diſ- 
courſe firft'of the'other-/rmo, and that'as briefly and 
plainly as Ican. | 


F, »'F begin with the ip, tike to conſider who the 
/Petfons « are,” whom Clirift-fefus came to fave. ' 

© The A @ calls:them S;wne7s 5; that i is-irf other 

wore; ars- Men, Creatures compos'd of 'rea- 

-fonable- and: Bodies of-Fleſh, who were 

orion af pngge 2 God, w wer innocent 

ightias me /out' of his hands ; 'bnt 

chad: ad pelatinnd fm their Maker, violating their 

- \Allegrance :to*brm; ” and! thereby difordering their 

Natures, and: expoſing themſelves tothe juft Vil: 

pleaſure of God, with. the miſerable effe&s and 

y—_ conſequences thereof. Now I think it may very 

much condiice to our preſent Deſign, to ſhew that 

rheſe-Creatures were really fir Objets of that ex- 

ceeding .great Concern and Tenderneſs expreſs'd 

towards them by their Maker, through his Son 

Fefus Chriſt ; that conſidering their original Con- 

{tirution, 


_ bp, peberah tho manner: 'and: "tho.oet -* 
= From," i” was y becoming the | 
good God thus DES 4n'their rs A #4 4+}; .” 
as... muſt wet we Fn Che ſhould. we 
y of owniag, bOR2 quitly 
0 it, that! the \Mechod-of «our Sabvation by I 
& Volpe is" the/ m6 farprizing thing: that falls ; : 
with the” Coripals/'of: humane thought: Tis - 
whit, befote"its'(Rovelation,! Eye had uot. ſeen, Z0r 1 Cor. 2. 9. 
Bar hard, Helther  hid-it eÞter dino the Heart of ? 
Mis, 12T 8 Mar" 413-Rropher 5, 1:before our / Lord?s 
Incarnati n, inquird and ſearch'd diligently unto. 1 Pet. 1 
Fs whaty fie the'Intaraation,” rhe: them- 
Ty with Ear. curlelity and: admiration..defire 
earneſtly to pry into. ”Tw*what: the. meer!1n4teral | cor. 2. 14. 
Man doth not receive, and 1s notat all diſpos'd io 
frbw''\ Hay: what he js'/apt 16 Warns faokiflane(s. 044 
?f is whit ayen 'to/#he Saiaps):ion teal! 'Chfiſtians, 
hath” its h/velb awd. loygth, andiGepth -andilheigeb, 
'and teſtifying! 4 Live which ch paſſeclr knows Eph. 3. 8,19. 
leas e may as oft as- we think of it, jn&:juſt 
| ſenſ& of our-infitite diſtance fiorh: God, well cry I 
out with the Pſalmilty Lord 1: what: & les, that pal. 8. "$5 
then art mindful of 'him ;" and tht. fon offi Many but 
ton this' wiſiteſ Him | The 4rgrh/>ig/2here! is-n0- 
thing which at firſt view renders Chriſtianity " 
incredible, as the boundleſs and unconceivable X 
deſcenſion and Love of God:expreſt thereby... . 
But if on the other hand we rake inroGonfide- 
ration; 'that the- Goodneſs 'of Gods infinite: like 
his;-other Attributes 5 - if \ we; remember-that his 
thoughts are-nt oar thoughts, nor "our. miys tal oayi © (G2, 55, 3, 6. 
but that, a the Heavens are higher than the Earth, 
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3 Jef 


| RALY MAINT 


1. cures Was-without 


"a a wrrs. Þigher. thamhaouh Ns 


and his r= 
- — Aha oh kf exvil0 and Shes he my 
1, ps10 his'Word, —_— eye our own 
Doe » 1 Raiſon ik PE Ang «Lord pk 
Wu rr uodt 


wy 4s i Father 


___—_ 


ihst pray eat is 
batho of 'upan 
ing 
knowleilge,. thati Si-nefs. Were a-proper . 
tlie Divine Care end Compaſſion! y_ Extragrtli 
-1Ler u fore cakes” Rind) vi of. the Per- 
{ons to: be togboek ;by:gelus;Ghrift,; boah as my Are 
Mes, and ag tbe crqpormenk 

' Asthey ars 

ATis-an moths thought. of Gad, .to ſulpe 
that He _ſtiould diſregard Agy. thing o;— Eiroer hon 
thought..ft \to:make.  (The\givipg: 6 ROAg $9: Gags 
oubt:the atfeR.9 his Tager r 
Boumy, becauſe: he is Good, and: taketh pleaſu © pa 
doing Good ; and: the. very ſame; motive which jn- 
ducetl..him tomake :aoy Creature, . muſt , in - all 


' Reaſan-be ſyppas'dto..preyail.with. him,. to take 


care-of it according to the Nagure ig te 
| Now of: all the/Creatures in- this lower, W 


_ there are. none:that jpretegd-$0.vye with Man, . of 


excelleney-and:digoity-of Nature : ;nay.it -we con- 
Hier: Humane Nature izhorowly, ve ſpall God it 
eadued wich fudk-Facultigs,: Bs hat we:ganngt con- 
ceive-there: arenevy: Creatures): more / excellent. in 
jrwar I mo ys yy in. _ Regions 


_— Men 


- 


MOPDAC 
Argumentobout 
d and Min, We. _ ee to. ps 


of Dry Core und Comp 


11 


F 


Mew lave Bodies Tadeed FOnery dit of the} 

of the Earth, like the ' other” Animal ghar 

Eatth, though irr Shape and PortrMtiire thor? 
noble much than ay” of them : but with re 


e& their Souls} tHey are'mads ' Befte oo Joel Bs Pol. 8.5. - 
Angels, rw created Tf the” Trage al" afrep*the Gen. 1.26 «+ 
0 


Inkenofs "of * God,” is" Moſes" expre thi wo And 'of 

'we may be fatisfied befides*The Teftitniony of 

es ob and'the Pſalmiſt, by yiewing our felves; and 

erving the prefent 1 Ruing of'# once , more ftately 
Fabrick. | 2818105 

The Reſemblance of pur Materia ry evident- 

ly'in our ——_ | Faetities,”and mntch mote i our 


Moral. tls' are inviſible irideed; © but Evi» . 


dently manifeſt their Being' by their yarious 
rations.” Phey inhabit ies/in ſuch'ma r, 
as . to influence and govert* every pait: of thern. 
They do at'plezſure mioye each} Joint zfd Limb, 
nay the whole Body | at once, 'witHour 
— a bones and by the power of a fingletliow 
TREen only manage the Tabernacles they dwell 
t by their means alfo- have commitginn 


=o th & world' of ' Beings without thern,'' the 
mediation of the Senſes' th take'i in 'coftintial”No- 
tices from alſtife material ' within 4 certain 


Sphere: They ſee; and hear, afit feel" whatſbever 

makes a near approach to them, nay they reach't6 

porn bode vaſt diſtance from rhern FT got 

a- ne Art ERR rtl/and a; 
view' at once' the! 

Heavens\'and Pty into" Ap on 

in thoſe lint an They nof Gay 


and take i in Notices by the mediation of the Senſes; 
but 


—_— —z 


- 


| * $6 MOL Ideas of their. @wn of various, kinds; /in- 
venting, 


CR” ——— 


ompounding, / dividing, either. according 
to the native of things,, or at their own, pleaſure. 
Fhey can reflec 'upon, what, is paſty nay recolle& 
what. they. have forgot, and foreſee things yet; to 
come. They can ſtretch and extend their thoughes 
till they are quite. laſt. in. the: oceans of Immeaſicy 
and Eterfity. They acquaint't emſelves not. only 
with the material part of the World, but the im- 
material alſo. From contemplating themſe]ves , 
they enlarge their thoughts to other Beings - of the 
ſame kind;... They diſcera the Spirits of other Men 
through. the; veil. of their BBdies, and find out and: 


.contemplate an unknown and inpumerable number 


of Spiritual Natures, till at laſt they aſcend to God 
hut ie hat anon, Sorts who was. the Maker 
ang,is;the Preſerver. OF all; ”. » ail Ga». 

anT here ,we: are, arrived at the top of their 
knowledge. , Not that the,Souls of Men are able 
ro-comprehend the Ngure of that. firſt and, moſt- 
excellent Being ; but they can make ſuch diſcove- 
ries ,of: his. Divine Pertections, .as wall, naturally 


prodyce in them an, high Admiration,' a profound. 
Reyerence,. and an ardent Loye towards the Deity, 
vill ingline ang, diſpoſe them. ro. adore agd ſerye 
hzgge.to.relign. themſelves to 'him, and to yield a 
ready. obedience to his Commands, NA 
. And, what thoſe, Commands are, the Soul 1s,in 


ſome. weaſure;allo'capacizared to diſcera, infering, 
it fro the coolderaion of, jts, QWN, Napure,: 
a es flon it, itands/4n_ $0 4 9d, and. to, its: 

z9lage 307 1 | 
” And 


=” 


* 


— TiC dud Gf 
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Wy -w hich, ig.yet.an higher r;Porfeftion' than 
meer: Know ,the: Sou can 


the;Will of God; and conſole aw n- Pu- 
ty, from ay ch ſeergt.:inclinarions 


aſi 


' * which they feel 


NE ſale - AN 


they aaa lag 
Thaz/natutal regard to:God,' and lobking, OT 
bug, xpen. 2 He | + [that #Þprobatio:of 
Juſtin, god indnefs. between Man and Man., 
1p bye gratitude for benefits. receiy'd, and 


a} adds () wh ben towards; miſerable -Qb- 
jets, which are c&:be.found in molt» Men,? ngtide- 
bauch'd in a more than a@mmon degree, are. plain 
and undeniable Taſtahces'! of | : which will 
not be controverted: by thoſe.xq Fam Der 
ing theſg: Conſiderations, lags For. w 
llow?*d to.a 


hich. 
kia And Lqueſtion 08s - dures los wi 


is, ” that the Conſciences'of An do':{d.'tia ran 
and univerſally either acc#(c or exciſe -t 
| * corging; as (they: contradift on, iy With ,-' not 
barely che reaſopings,. but 

ang inclinations. heir: Miods:, | ry 
And this indeed-I take:to;be rhe. Perkettion of 
' the Humane Sol, as it came-out -of the hands:qf 
God, that jt bad. a capacity.,not: enly of knowing 
God, aud it ſelf, and of -inferring.irs Duty by exdr- 
ciſipg..its Reaſhy':.. but that'it: was allo-made to 
reſemble the: Diyipe Natws 0-488 inglftations .2nd 
propenſions 49 all; thar is- good;;1 (7 which griglinations 
and Jropealions, had they been cherliiid; 4nd'i "nt 
- » prov? 


endol wich 


—— 


— nn—_—y 


jan Men. fir-Oljedds 


ror, Is) and r-r0 have'b been, 
would have the of Humane 
Naturey: and made Men to have a pan's, what 

God by their make delign'd Nap or 
. There is. yet, one-, more, withy which the 
Hurhane Soul isendued, not to be paſt over, when 
we ae conſidering the. yr of -its Nature, 
and that is Freedom or-! of chooſing, 'and 
a Power conlc ly of aQing according to ſuch 
ehoice, without which its Liberty would v2been 

Lig y in vain. 
oye nhl call this \Perftion or at Imper: 
Ajon 2: 4 


| mer isa Po trendy. -that which is 


and as* arte that , it-muſt 
 acknowkedg'd to the praiſe of - our 
that Rt is 4 Qion, even- 


we: are 'made £0 reſemble. God himſelf, 
S ys fee <hooſeth and alterh accot 
mutable Laws of Goodn 
"Tis a Talent. of ty worth, with which-Man- 
_ kind isentruſted, and hich- may be improv'd to 
very. great 2dyantage. It gives us an Ability of 
x0 Gola freewill Otferwng, of voluntarily 
doing that which is to, and rewardable 
4 hare 'Tis that which indeed makes us, 
_ ftritly yy Og, capable of a Reward. 
en as Men can at. the ſame time chooſe 
that hin is Evil,-and purſue the -unhappy choice, 
it muſtbe own'd to bean ImperfeQtion ; " but ſuch 
an-one as ſeems necefſarily ro refiult from bo pcbaver 
dition: of a Creature. Ablolune Perfeftion belongs 
to God Olly; his Nature is too good ever to hook 


or 


©" of DivinoCare and Compaſſion, 


or aQ amails :: 
co be defebtible of irs ſelf; fo that if it be wade 
- it mwſt at the ſame 


feQtion in- a "Orme; 09-cart always 'neceflarily 
oblige it+to* determine. ir {elf tho right : way.” Ex- 


perience 'and Uſe rhay : produce+ ſtrong -and 'oon- 


firmed Habits of Virtue ; and the Grace of God | 


may at time put a Creature out of " Datt 
ger 2 ; but Ficannot” ſee, ! — 

an Idea of, a created A 'at Liberty, 
muſt- at Þ Leno wes ns fallibje ' a 
But this may ſuffice to ſhew 'the' di 
Humane Soul with reſpett to' its Diberty 
is made capable of chooſing 04 ating 
the fame Rules * which God: 
and aQeth, 


derly'; acknow - gdorin A and 
frving their p- woring, -niing and 
Works, and er oo Liber ro him © one conſent 
the Praiſes due upon: the account of ther ; living 
in perſett Amity one: with: another ; diſcharging 
readily all.the Oftices'/of' Beneficerice ;© 
and enjoying all:che Benefirs agd* Pleafures/ of ris 
tual Society ; 'and deriving from Heaven all rhoſe 
Blefings which would w render'd their _ 
2 ere 


” 06 


-|bur-che condition of & \Orenvces G. 


wg 


* here perſeftly icafio' and comfortable:; rand; 1f God 

ſhould: aye:thought it: fit to thave tranflated them 

to: any ſuperiour Regions," as a reward of their 

Obedience here, they would-there alſo have. ſpent 

; nappy Eteraitygz1n the Enjoyment of their Maker, 
I 


£ es, a 006 another. 1 "MY + 4; 2 io 

-\; I; pation their: tranfation 'toſome other Re- 
zions, -berauſe i all thoſe! Powers of .Soout which I 
aave been diſcotrſing 'of;': imply nothing but what ' 
_ is immaterial and ſpiritual, 1and conſequently im- | 
mortal ; 20d if;Men;had uſed: their ;Liberty:aright + 
4n;+#hiv:ſtatsof; anfal;1 it 35) notieovbe conceiv?'d, 
that iGod-wiauld: have permitted the cqrruption of 
the-Body ; but rather have- preſerv*d for: ever: that 
Union which: tinſelf-had given to the two con- 


ſtitutive parts 'of Humane Nature; and have af- © | 


{ignd.them ſuch places of  refidence-/as might” have 

beca.fit>for. Men: improv'd and confirmed in Virtue 

and Goodneſs. 33138 Dn! 1 
'/What I have hitherto-been diſcourſing.concern- 


ing-the: Nature of "roles. ro me _un it 
ſelf bighly reaſonable, Wd i think will 'do ſo upon 
| {erious. conſideration, -to.:fach a Deiſt as Tam ar- 
guing: With : and if f{y;+45woutd- then proceed: ro 
ask, whether ſuch Creatures as theſe are not- fit 
ObjeQs of the Divine Care ; and if they are fallen, 

of the Divine Compaſlion- alſo, ſuppofing any of 
them capable of -a- Recovery from: their lapſed 
REltate ? Will -if*:not appear very: worthy of the 
iatinitely good-Ged, to. concern himſelt 'in forme 
rennan 6 A way, for the reſtoration and falva- 
non of Beings, ' he had form*d after this ex- 
celleat manner, to whom he had imparted fo my 
: '$] 


( 


W Divine: ine\Gars.and. Compaſſion. 


ot- —_ n Perſe@ions in a ſuch > degree, .and whom. 
he had- made' capable .of , being: forever happy in 
his Favour? - 

But-for the. farther flluftracian of this matter, 
we may in-the-next;placs,; con 
whom Chriſt Jeſus came | ian: Ll the 
their-fallen ſtate, Sinners. as OUT. 
and' fee whether -vnder 

_ they are [not | proper ivine Com- 
paſſion, even in ſuch a deans ts as it. s exprels'd by 
the ugdertaki G aun Redeemer 

.- The Meh OB, 
is {0 cantrived- 4 Go 


/ are/in 


appear therefore that ſuch 

able x0; xite Dinka, Nature. Ws 
conider the, condition. of a Pak 9. [Ly 
which parpeise it may be Proper, Fun 


| Totake ioto contfincecion apa þ natyro-of "i 


To obſerve the milrable Ragleqorages of it 5: 


Mankind... And, | 
To inquire how Men were draxa Jngo BR come 
AO of it. m4 


©. To take into conlideration the nature INT Sin, 

I doubt not but thoſe, who undervalue our bleſ- 
kd Savjour's Undertaking for the recovery,of Sg: 
ners,-have,at the ſame..cime very. {light.appr, 
ſions of he evil of Sin. - They are apt 20; Me 


it a matter of no great conſideration or conſe- 


quence, for. fo inconſiderable a Creature as they 
; would 
4 - 


.Perlons* 


vnder that ITE al, 


\ lars: why = 5p: 

hope, t0,. of AS 
not: only to teltife ner: 
Staners ;1-but a If tris Hat IB DEE 


| OP 


Apofine' e Mew -fit Objedds 


4 PER. 


would' have - Maii to' he 6 $6 prot Fark ' (foppofe) the the 
inclinationsof his flefh nft' the 


DiQates of ,his <br = Laws as his Maker. 


me eir want oa due ſenſe 
SEE 'rings: YR: 
ft Got,- DR 2 \Tritodte to Te 


ator 1d Preſerver ;"' "tis to ops 
Vl the Wl "of" the" fupreme Lord 
\ þ..,4 Sgt. » tis S; ry oy 
is appoin A & 
*_ wh rahe® Wife 
w 


-$—— A+ "tis 
Fbiris'#6 Kai rty of do- 
will” n "allow Hionſel to 
'the' | and unaſter- 
Goodneſs, thoſe Laws 
ih from the Nature of God, 
” of creared” Beings *, "tis reſiſt- 
F in t Power ; ' conrradiing: uterring 
iſfdom ifblicing infinite Goodneſs ; makin 
Sifogenuous and ungrateful Returns to 'the mo 
cndeating 'Obligatiohs ; tis in a" word thwartin 
the true” judgmerit and perverting tlhe-natural byaſs 
of a Man's own Mind, and ating contrary to 
the very frattie arid &fign'vf his Nature. 
Now whatſoever is abſurd or monſtrous in N- 
ture., we are apt to conceive an 'abhorrence at 


_ the firſt a rance of it : and whoſoever is en- 


= wi _ Principles ooght in like man- 
er ro*feel weſt on atifing in his Sonl, when 
the nature of Sin, "as T' have here re- 


- Doth 


s 
of Divine Can and Ga 19 
_— diſpoſed 
Mind Gneels candor woe E, ads 


behaviour .of a graceleſs. Child towards ..a. wi 
© and. tender Parent ? The 'yaworthy ca of a 


rebellious SubjeR, towards & ivſk go 
one. whois the,, Father. Ss 
Eſpecially when the Rebel not only 
Superiors, but 'at; the ſame-tims. rg 
and good Order of: the. U_CY. = 
not all Men of a 
abhor him who vis log 
ny! toa pen, or 6 F to W; he 
$ ext remely en? 'ho.is t 
does got deſpite the Maq A Es 
himſelf, by: alrogerher of 
his Zn , and Education, or,Projeflion ? _. 
all this, and 1 more 45 in. 
A > og voluntari y  gammiged: &.Al- 
| 7 it not eredible 4hen , that lo pd, 
as God' is, ſhould be igclin'd to- fave 
uch "_ his —_—_— as ave capable of Salvation, 
from NOR an Evil ? and t EET 
it in 2 way, as may. convince them: at..qace 
both of his mn towards them, and "i; in 
horrence of thelreril doujgs? ! | 


| But to render this the more evideat, we may 
in the next;place obſerve the miſerable & 
.of Sin to kind; and that, « 
'Sinner -apart, or in the-maſs and 
in general. 


, - 


_—y- — —<—_ — — _. 
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"The a of eV articular Sinner” is extreme- | 
ly ies A Maw has 'no ſooner conſented 'to 
niquity; but he is naturally filPd” with ' great un- 


cafinefh x of Mind ; | ariſing rom Shame and: Fears, 
Froni i ſas of Keving"dons' a5; uawortby 
at's: apprehenſion” ths Miſchiefs that 
»2Phe vi / Brft' At is-a: thi Diſdrder;' as be- 
ing_ an abuſe of that Liberty with-which he was 


"and 2 contradiction to hed natural 
4 IC | ! 
Dre witty” cds he ns _—__ "0 his 
"By Eh vgs rhoveble o his: It [1S: (as: i 
were) gin relax'd':; /the Wi corrupted ; 
a natural of of "the Soul towards God 


oodn tags rv and” a contrary diſpoſi- 
cnn ſhy reduc) the: Appetites and Paſ- © 
—_ made/ito-.be rul'd; having once 
broke looſe from the Government they-were: 3-qmng 
under"; Ho Cs Tack - ION 1umpe 
tuous  and- arbitrary 4© the! r ay Wavin 
been once miſtead 54 over-ruPd, is- for-t wane 


lefs able to diſcert ctearly or ”= judge. Impar- 
cally 3, *s #  heCEmeany ps RN” are 


"Ions. repeated-A& thens' rhe evil H uae, 
and increaſes the diſorder which-is thus "5% he 


beguiTg eſtthe Faculties. '7 : 


xh&"Man conmiucs r0\'be' Sinder: onl 

oper (aan, - he will: End abperpetual. 
withinhis breaft; cbis. Cs 

and Reaſon, and Conſcience direQing and lead 


- « " *r%%" = ; Py 
b ac BaEK 5d a 


of Divine Gare and Compaſſion. 21 


— 


> — 


him” one way , whilſt his Appetites and Paſſions 
hurry him the other, the Law in his Members war- Ron. 5. 2m. 
ring againſt the Law in his Mind, and for the moſt - 
part bringing him into Captivity ; he neither ap- 
proving what he does, nor finding himſelf at all 
diſpos'd to do what he approves ; wretched Man 
that- he u ! | Acai 

And if he be grown a harden'd Sinner, he 1s 
ſtill the more wretched; becauſe more incurable ; 
chuugh at the ſame time leſs ſenſible of his evil 
condition. | | 

And all this while he is exceedingly eſtrang'd- 
and alienated from God, the Author: of his Be- 
ing, and the Fountain of all Gqod ; he is aſkam'd 
and afraid to approach to him, upon whom he 
intirely depends, or to addreſs himſelf to him 
whoſe aid he ſtands in need of - every moment ; 
he is conſcious of having given him offence; and 
therefore juſtly apprehends his diſpleafure. | 

This is livelily repreſented by Moſes, in the caſe 
of our firſt Parents, who immediatcly upon their 
diſobeying the Command gf God, hid themſelyes 
from his face, being aſham'd and afraid to ſee 
or hear of him, whom juſt before they had+con- 
vers'd with to their, great fatisfaftion and coim- 
fort, And every Singer, that is not paſt feeling, 
-_ find ſomething very like this within him- 
elf, 

This is the natural ſtate of Sin ; beſides the p 
conſequences which may alſo follow from the dif- 
pleaſure of Almighty God, who, we Tee; even'in 
this World hath made us ſenſible of his diſplea- 

D | {ure, 


Gen. 38,2, 10. 


C7 


Hpoſtate Men fit Objefts 


fure, by the many Evils we are neceſſarily expos'd 
to, during a ſhort Life, ſuch as Diſappototments 
Wants, Sickneſs, Pain, Sorrows and Miſcries of - 
various kinds ; and at laſt Death it felf, with 
the very fear of which moſt Men. are 44 /heiy 


———  —— 


" life tim? fubject to bondage. All theſe Evils the 
- Scriptures affy 


| re us. are the reſults of Sin ; and 
even without Revelation, upon the meer Princi- 
ples of Morality,” I cannot ſee how we can judge - 
otherwiſe. | | 

And. beſides. all this,. the Soul (as I took no- 
tice before) being apprehenſive of its own Spiri- 
toval and. Immottal Nature, .cannot. but forebode 
the perpetual continuance of its preſent infelicity, 
with the addition. of it knows not what, Evils in 
ſome future ſtate of things, the very forethought 
o* which muſt be very terrible to it even in this | 
Life. * | | | 
.. And f we can, obſerve ſo much Miſery in the 
condition of a particular Sinner, how much more 
ſhall we diſcover, it we enlarge our thoughts to 
the whole maſs - of Mankind.? - | 

If we might be alow'd to take our view from 
the Hiſtory of: «5h it would. give us a very 
melancholy proſpet.  The' very firſt Man that 
was, born 1nto the World fell into no leſs a Crime 
than that df imbraing his hands in the blood of 
his- 10nocent Brother. . From that time forward 
Wickedneſs of all forts ' increas'd apace , till it 


' Teem'd good to Almighty 'God to. cut off at.once 


the whole tace of Mankind,. excepting Noh and 
his Family, declaring this as the reaſon of his ſe- 
: vere 
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vere proceeding, that God ſaw,” that #he wicket- 


neſs of © Man” was : great in the Earth, and that every Se" 5: 5: 


imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
continually. V1 | 

In the ſequel of that. Hiftory we find that ſoon 
after the Flood',-:the' World was agaity corrupted 
in a -prodigious - manner\, 4h '{o-much that'in the 
time of Abrabim ,- within little more+than Four 
Hundred Years, Idolatry had ſpread it ſelf ſo uni- 
verſally, as to have intetted even the Family of 
Shem, ſo that God thought fit to call forth' Abra- 
ham from his Country ant his Kindred, 'in- order 
to ..the- preſerving him -'and his Poſterity in- the 
Worſhip of the one true God, the Maker 6f Hea- 
vet! and Earth, And if Tdolatry had thus: pre- 


vaild, we may conclude that other Critries were | 


no leſs rife; forlaking 'of '/God' being tho'foundi- 
iog of all other Evil.” m3: oe nk 
TW, laying afide the Hiſtory of Moſes , we 
ſhould conſider the ſtate: of Mamkindz* 'accarding 
to all other accounts "givert of it, it will till: come 
to the ſame iſſue, namely. that the generality" of 
Men were ſoon degenerated” into the moſt. fanrea- 
G__ and. unnatural praQtices that can be thought 
of. ; | \N ION. \. 
The-reprefentation which+St; Pau! makes of 'the 


Pagan World.,' was undoubtedly" true, that ?hty rom. i. 21, 


were become vain in their imaginations, hating their 


: fooliſh hearts darkenwd ; 'that'they had chang'd the 


glory of the ancorraptible Gbd; into images' mailt like 
to corruptible Man, and'tb"birgs\; and four-footed 
beaſts, and craping things.” Nay, which' is yet 

'D 2 '” more 


1 
; 
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More to be- deteſted, they :pay'd their religious 
Adorations to Devils themſelves ; - for, as .St. Pan/ 

x Cor. 10. 20, trnly* pronounces, the things which” the Gentiles a- 
crified,, they ſacrificed to Devils, and not to God, 

The Prince 0 the 'power of 'the Air, with.a}l his 
accurſed. attendants:, ; had” aſſumed the Title and 

Stile. of ; Gods, and :ſo far” tyrannized over the 
Childreg..of Men, as to reduce them to a ſlaviſh 

dread, and-yile Worſhip of theſe wicked 'and in- 

fernal- Spirits. And what after this could be ex- 

peed, but; that. as we are again told in the. place 
before-cited, they. ſhould fall into the moſt +un- 
natural and+;brutal. Luſts alſo ?: For this cauſe , 

Rom. 1. 26. lays he, namely theis baving thus forfaken't God, 
he gave them up to. vide affections, &c. We can- 

got better deſcribe them, than in the clegant Ex- 


EA bo rn tg op 95 I 


Eph. 4- my preſhions of the lame Apoſtle ; They walk'd iz the 


1, wanity-of their mind, having. the underfland: - 
hexea,. being alienated: from the 5 a of God, h; wh 
4he ignorance that bf in thim, becauſe of the blind- 
is neſs of their- heart ; Wha being paſt feeling gave 
themſelves over wnto laſciviouſneſs, to work ul un = 
cleanneſs. with. greedjueſs, They were, as. he elfe- 
tit. 3-} where ſays, fooliſb,- diſobedient, deceived; not only 
ſerving divers .luſts and ag 9 » but moreover , 
Jpving in malice and. envy, hateful, and hating one 
another. This was the ſtate ofthe Pagan. World, 
when our. Saviour appeared 1n it. | 
There were indeed ſame few to be found, even 
in the. midit of all this. Corruption, who had. not 
forſaken God, and degenerated into Vice, in fo 
heingus, a degree ; the Principles of natural Reli- 
| g10n 
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;0n having in ſome meaſure prevail'd-with-them : 

ut theſe were very rarely to be met with, -- | 

There was, it's true, a ſmall Body: of Men , 
the Jews I mean, whoin God had: by an extraor- 
dinary Providence taken out; of the maſs of Man- 
kind, in. order £0: inſtrut,apd) educate them in 
better manner.. / But even 'theſe.-wene very hardly 


+ kept to the obſervance of thoſe Laws which: God 


had given them. "They eaſtly. and irequently de- 
generated into Idolatry , and: the other evil pra- 


- Gtices of their Neighbours ; and [when after a te- 


dious Captivity they. were. at laſt cur'd of their 
Idolatry', yet after: all they generally, attain'd- to 
but! very mean apprehen6ons;cither-of; God, or 
of | the.nature of - Religion ;- -they- contented. them- 
ſelves for the moſt part: with: the obſervagce of 
the ritual part of their Law, whilſt the two great 
Commandments both of: their Jaw; and of all true 
Religion , the Lowe of God and their Neighbour, 
were grolly. negleQed by them-3 in; ſo mucl}-that 
when our Saviour appear'd among ;them , he 
found the greater. part of them as indiſpog'd to. 
receive -him and his DoQtrine, as the Gegtiles them- 

ſelves were. [23% 73 
'Tis true, God had not lefr Mankind; not -the, 
reſt of the World, much: leſs: the Fews, without 
various means proper for the: preſerving of them 
from. theſe Corruptions. He taught all Men di- 
vers ways, as I ſhew'd in my former Diſcourſe, 
though they did not bear and learn of '/him. Bur 
this was ftill an aggravation of their Miſery, that 
all the. Methods of Divine ' Providence. for wy 
good. 


” . - be 
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' as might well move a God of infinite Goodnebs 


-" ood had been. fruſtrated and rendertd ineffectual 
by them, -*- 
"ad was not this a deplorable ate, and ſuch 


to find out-and t ſome more effe&ual Me- 
thod, for the "recovery of: 'thishis-ruin'd, Creati- 
on 2; 'Could he,+do we — look on, and be-' 
hols hon rk Enemy: both of | himſelf and his « 
, thus infuſe] and triumphing ; the - 
=_ Cantient Creature he had: in this lower Re- 
gion! thus abus'd '-and ſpoil'd; and as the conſe- 
quence -thereof} the 'whole- inferiour Creatioh 4n 
diforder* and! confuſion ; : »not interpole in 
{dme. a edhenty-emd farting manner '? , But 
this will ſtill appear more becoming the Divine 
Nature, if whenquire, in the laſt place, 


- How Men: were” drawn into. the commiſſion” of 
Sahvovs ' 
' The eaſt; Et repreſented by. Moſes , which is 
what 'the Chriſtian Revelation: takes for grant- 
ed , was" certainly very compaſſionable. That 
our- firſt: Parents. were ſet: upon , whilſt they 
were as yet puparione's by a ſubtil and/ malt» 
cious Enemy; w x his attacks firſt upon the 
weaker'Sex;” 'and er: prevaiPd upon the Man, 
ifiveigling them” by, a: ſl, and -falfe-Su upgeſtion, aye 
tificially repreſented , mpking uſe of their ſenfi- 


_ tive Powers -to ba ne B telleftual, impoſing 


pon their Underſta $:by craft. and confidence, 
Md perfw ahem on a ſudden, without con- 
ſulking'ether- God or their own Reaſvn,. to do - 
- ra 


| 
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raſh and dan$trots AR," by which they expas'd 
both chemſclia and hal Poſterity 4 all the 
evil conſequences, which either naturally or” judi- 
cially follow'd. S. | 
But waving this (though without conſidering it 
on, it's moft- reaſonable to 
ppoſe that the'peheral Cotruptton of ' Humane 
Nature, begin in ſome ſuch way) waving. this I 
ſay., and taking Humane Nature as-it appears , 
the circutnftances 'of Sinners will ſtill ſeem very 
compaſſionable. ' oe e299 
"For although Man was without Queſtion made 
upright, yet being endued 'with Liberty; he muſt 
at the very beft, (as I before obſety*d) be fallible 
and mutable. His immateria['Spirit is join'd\ to a 
Body of Fleſh, and placd in the midſt of abun- 
dance of ſenfible Obje&s, that it tmay be capable 
of a Tryal ; and though it "might have many ad- 
vantages. in its 'unicorrupt ſtate, which at preſent 
it wants, yet {till it was lyable to be impgs'd up- 
on and drawn in. | T4 
Thoſe who firlt fin'd «may very well be ſup- 
pos'd to have done it, before their good Habits 
were confirm'd by Experience and Uſe, .and- that 
conſequently, there 'was fomewhat of ſurprize, as 
well as ſome degree of inconfiderateneſs- and' raſh- 


- nels in the ation. And thoſe who have ſince 


poen up, (as all but 'our firſt Parents muſt have 
one } from a ſtate-of infancy, are ſtill-in harder 
circumftances. Their ' Bodily TT , Which 
have a great inflaence upon the Mind, c2n be /no 
better than what their Parefits could communi- 
cate. 
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_ ſuling/erther+ 


ood had - been fruſtrated and render ineffectual 
by them, -* 


And was not this a deplorable ate, and ſuch 


as might well move. a God of infinite Goodneſs 
ro find out-and tl fome more effecual Mes 
thod; for -the-recovery- of: | this his-ruin'd, Creati- 


on 2; > wpmafts tac way both look on, and be-' 


of himſelf and his 
Creation , 'thus inſi urns x triumphing ; the 
moſt excellent Creature. he had: in this lower Re- 
gion thus abus'd and fpoif'd ; and as the conſe- 
quenee 'theroof| the :whole.- inferior Creatiod in 
diforder® and confulipn-;  and';-not interpole in 
{ome. '6xtraordinary-atd: furprizing manner 2? , But 
this wilt ſtill appear more becoming the Divine 


Nature, if we enquire, in the laſt place, 


hold the great 'Enem 


- How: Mens were drawn into. the commiſſion” of 
TY 4444 1 iq 

: The caſe ; |: a8 repreſented by y. Moſes, which is 
what 'the Chriſtian. Revelation: takes for grant- 
ed , was certainly very compaſſionable. That 
our-firft: Parents: were ſet. upon , whilſt they 
were as yet unexperienc'd, by a ſubtil and' malt- 
cious Enemy; who'made his attacks firſt. upon the 
weakerSex;” *and'by- her prevaiPd: upon the Man, 
inveigling them by, a' ſly and falſe-Su uggeſtion, aye 
tificially repreſented , making uſe of their ſcnfi- 
tive Powers #0 baffile their Pitellctual, impoſing 


_ ypon their|Underſtandings: by craft: and confidence, 


them on @ ſudden; . without con- 


od or their own Reaſvn,. to do a 
raſh 
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raſh and dangerous A&;' by which they exposd 
both chem and al Poſterity 4 all the 
evil conſequences, which either naturally 'or' judi- 
cially follow?d. | | 

But waving this ((thongh without conſidering it 


£ Divine Revelation, it's moft- reaſonable ro 
» c 


ppoſe that the 'peherat Cotruption bf ' Humane 
Nature, begin in ſome ſuch way) waving. this I 
ſiy,, and raking Humane Nature as it appears , 
the circutnftances 'of Sinners will fill ſeem very 


Min wis without Queſtion made 


compafſionable. 
"For althou was \ 
| endued with Liberty; he muſt 


ight, yet bet 


upr 
- af the very beft, (as I before obſety*d) be fallible 


and mutable. His immaterial Spirit is join'd to a 
Body of Fleſh, and placd in the midſt of abun- 
dance of ſenfible Obje&s, that it 'may be capable 
of a Tryal; and t | it might have many ad- 
vantages, in its 'unco ſtate, which at preſent 
it wants, yet (till it was lyable to 'be tmpgy'd up- 


on and drawn 1n. _ eat 
Thoſe who firlt fin'd -may very well. be ſup- 
pos'd to have done it,” before their 8004 Habits 


were confirm*'d by Experience and' Uſe, .and- that 
conſequently there was fomewhat of ſurprize, as 
well as ſome degree of inconfiderateneſs- and' raſh- 


- nels in the ation. And thoſe who ' have ſince 


rown up, (as all but 'our - firſt Parents mufb have 
Jobs from” a ſtateof infancy, are fill-in harder 
circumftances. Their Bodily 
have a great infloence upon the Ming, <zn be no 
better than..what their Parents could communi- 
cate, 


Terhpers , ' which 


—— 
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a long ting weak. agd,; unexpericac'd ;.. and; many - 
of. them over and. above betray;d. by an- untoward 


was, being ſappos'd, to be, made upright, ?ris not 
to be conceiv'dhe::coul ate cles _ by ne- 
en to. depend upon, his Maker., .and 
_ ” him”, 'For an BTNAL romhurs not 
to depend/ upon Gad,; and. apply it ſelf to him 
upon $44 an 5 ulable fault ; and 
had thoſe who firſt conſented to Iniquity done but 
thus much, cis very reaſonable.to,believe, that the ' 
God who made them, would have afforded them 
' his aſſiſtance. _ (as I hope,.to ſhew in the 
progreſs of theſe , Diſcourſes) even now , under 
all the diſadvantages we. are.,born jynto the Worid 
and brought up; with, ., God hath made ſuch pro- 
viſion through Jeſus Chriſt, . that, nothing but a 
wilful- and, unaccountable neglett of God can ruin 
us. Here began the Apoſtacy and-the Miſery of 
Mankind, and .in” the. ſame. way they. are till 
; continued, v#z..in Mens negleRing to, depend up- 
on and look, upto. that. God who never forſakes 
any of his Creatures,. till they. fixft forſake him, | 
So that what I have alleged under this laſt head, '. 


does” 
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- that God would extend his compaſſion to us ; ſo 


' upon hearing the preſent Diſcourſe may ariſe in 


upbnithis .Av- 
6; Mhut-Chi 
Sith, 


ſhonld appoint ſome way for their Recovery. 
And though we could not be fully afſur'd . of 
this without a Revelation, much lefs could have 
thought. of the..Method..which..it..hath . pleaſed 


God to take ; yet as we might naturally hope , - 


we have all the reaſon in the World readily to | 
accept a Revelation which afſures us, that God 
hath done it. | 
What the Way and Method of - our Salvation 
is, our Text tells us,. and this will fall under Con- 
{ideration in my following Diſcourſes. 
I am ſenfible there is: one Objetion, which, 


the Minds of Men who think ſerioutly, and are 
not diſpos*d to cavil, _— the _— CON 
Narurebe'fo5” leand” able; how 
comes it to rg | mad ay of Mankind 
have receiv*d benefit even from the Chriſtian Re- 
velation ?” This: Difficulty TI would have conſi- 
der'd in this Lecture, if there had been room for 
it ; but being prevented, I ſhall not forget - ; 
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but aſh it ſome fit , if God pleaſe, belu before 
my ga are find, 


he nature of. of. that Sat: 
vn which our NaVicws hath w aur for - 
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